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and sighed in vain, for some pronouncement after the
atrocities of Addis Ababa that would compare with that
made when a Pope or a St Ambrose could force an Emperor
to do penance on his knees for atrocities not half so bad,
He knows only too well in his eightieth year that Catholic-
ism in Europe has a very doubtful immediate future, and
though everything points to the fact that he dislikes the
thought very much, he seems, since he sent his Secretary
of State to the United States last year, to be making some
preparations, in case of necessity, so that the Church
could carry out its functions from die new democratic
countries.
In studying the mission field he must also have noticed
that not only is America giving the largest sums for
mission work, but also that the Americans themselves are
converting far larger numbers of natives than did those
French missionaries who for so long carried out the old
European Mission policy in China and the Far East.
The Pope has spent many years in fighting for the
education of Catholic youth, and yet anyone who wanders
through Europe, and especially through those parts of
Europe such as Germany, where Catholicism has fallen on
evil days, will find the criticism of all Catholic youth is
that die Vatican has refused to listen to them, and so has
forced many against their own convictions to join the
anti-clerical parties in order to get something reformed in
this European welter of discontent.
It is not easy to write a biography of this Pope or of any
Pope while he is alive or until several years after his
death, since a Pope does not travel and only makes pro-
aouncements after the most weighty consideration with
iis staff; nor will prelates or others who meet him ever